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It stands for a free, open, inclusive region, which embraces us all in a common pursuit of
progress and prosperity. It includes all nations in this geography as also others beyond who
have a stake in it.""
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In this spirit, in line with priority areas in ASEAN's Outlook on the Indo-Pacific, and the upcoming
EAS statement for a Partnership on Sustainability, I propose a cooperative effort to translate
principles for the Indo-Pacific into measures to secure our shared maritime environment.”
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Work in each sector could be led by one or two countries. This would help Governments align
better with public opinion demanding cooperative solutions to global challenges. The initiative
would be truly open, inclusive and cooperative. And it can develop institutional roots as partners
wish, step-by-step.*"
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